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INFO OCT-01 AF-08 ARA-06 EA-07 EUR- 12 NEA-10 ISO-OO FEA-01 
ERDA-05 AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 CIEP-01 COME-OO DODE-OO 
FPC-01 H-01 INR-07 INT-05 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-01 
PM-04 USIA-06 OES-06 SP-02 SS-15 STR-04 TRSE-00 
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190143 096902/20 

R 181439Z FEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0859 
AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
AMEMBASSY DOAH 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MANAMA 
AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY QUITO 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
USINT BAGHDAD 
AMCONSUL DHAHRAN 

CONFIDENTIAL VIENNA 1342 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENRG, OPEC 

SUB J : CONVERSATION WITH NEW OPEC SECRETARY GENERAL 

REF: (A) VIENNA 0336, (B) DOHA 0041 
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1 . FOLLOWING SEVERAL EARLIER SOCIAL CONTACTS WITH HIM, I 
MADE A FORMAL CALL TODAY ON THE NEW OPEC SECRETARY GENERAL 
ALI J AID AH. THE ECONOMIC COUNSELOR ACCOMPANIED ME. 

2. J AID AH CAME OUT OF ECONOMIC COMMISSION BOARD MF.F.TTN— 

IN WHICH HE EVIDENTLY IS TRYING TO PLAY MAJOR ROLE-- 
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TO RECEIVE US, AND DESPITE TIME PRESSURE WAS CORDIAL AND 
QUITE TALKATIVE. HIS PRINCIPAL MESSAGE WAS THE OVER- 
RIDING NEED TO REPLACE WHAT HE TERMED AN EARLIER 
"CONFRONTATIONAL POSTURE” WITH AN OPEN DIALOGUE BETWEEN 
"THE BUYERS AND SELLERS.” HE RECOGNIZED FRANKLY THAT 
THEIR INTERESTS WOULD DIFFER -AS DID INTERESTS 
BETWEEN MEMBERS OF HIS OWN ORGANIZATION. THESE 
DIFFERENCES, HOWEVER, COULD ONLY BE DISTORTED AND 
AGGRAVATED BY CONFRONTATIONAL TACTICS. I ASSURED J AID AH 
THAT MY PURPOSE IN COMING WAS TO CONTINUE THE DIALOGUE 
HE HAD HAD IN DO AH WITH THE AMBASSADOR AND HIS STAFF, 

IN HIS NEW CAPACITY AND LOCATION. 

3. WITH RESPECT TO THE RECURRING RUMORS THAT THE 
VIENNA ECB MEETING IS WORKING OUT A COMPROMISE PRICE 
ARRANGEMENT THAT WOULD END THE TWO-TIER SYSTEM, JAIDAH 
STATED CATEGORICALLY THAT THAT IS A "POLITICAL DECISION" 
THAT WILL ONLY BE MADE AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL IN THE 
MEMBER GOVERNMENTS-HENCE THE VARIOUS BILATERAL 
EFFORTS UNDERTAKEN TO THIS END. THE ECB IN CONTRAST, 

IS A TECHNICAL BODY WHICH MUST DEAL WITH THE TECHNICAL 
QUESTIONS THATFOLLOW AFTER POLITICAL DECISIONS. I 
HAVE NO REASON TO DOUBT THE SECGEN'S STATEMENT (WHICH 
CONFORMS TO ALL ELSE WE'VE HEARD HERE), BUT I SENSED 
THAT HE IS MAKING AN EXTREME EFFORT IN FORMAL MEETINGS, 
THE CORRIDORS, AND ELSEWHERE TO ADVANTAGE OF THE 
ECB OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLORE OTHER BASES FOR A COMPRO- 
MISE. I SENSED, TOO, HOWEVER, THAT THESE EFFORTS HAD 
RUN AGROUND OF CONTINUING DIFFERENCES IN THE POSITIONS 
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OF THE MEMBER GOVERNMENTS. 

4. COMMENT: JAIDAH LEAVES ONE WITH THE CLEAR IMPRES- 
SION THAT HE WILL PLAY A MUCH MORE ACTIVIST ROLE AS 
SECRETARY GENERAL THAN DID HIS PREDECESSOR, FEYIDE. 

HE SAID THAT HE HAD PLANS TO MAKE CHANGES IN THE 
ORGANIZATION, BUT HAD NOT YET HAD TIME TO DEVELOP THESE 
FULLY ENOUGH TO COMMENT. HE MENTIONED, TOO, THAT HE 
WOULD BE IN LONDON AND PARIS NEXT WEEK ON "OFFICIAL 
BUSINESS," BUT DID NOT DISCLOSE ITS NATURE. ON THE 

BASIS OF THIS FIRST MEETING I AM HOPEFUL THAT THERE 
MAY BE A SOMEWHAT MORE COOPERATIVE RELATIONSHIP THAN 
WE HAD WITH JAIDAH'S PREDECESSOR, BUT ONLY TIME WILL 
TELL.BUCHANAN 
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